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SUB: TRAVEL OF DR. R.R. RONKIN 

REF: ISLAMABAD 577 

1 . EMBASSY APPRECIATES THOUGHTFULNESS OF DR. RONKIN IN SUGGEST- 
ING TEHRAN STOPOVER TO EXPEDITE NSF/USIRJC PROGRAM BUT IS NOT 
OPTIMISTIC ABOUT PRODUCTIVENESS OF A VISIT FEB 22. SCIATT 
CHAPMAN WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ESCORT DR. RONKIN ON POSSIBLE 
APPOINTMENTS THAT DAY OWING TO MEETING OF CENTO SCIENCE COORDI- 
NATING BOARD, WHICH CANNOT BE RESCHEDULED. 

2. AS TO A STOPOVER IN TEHRAN FOLLOWING DR. RONKIN'S VISIT TO 
INDIA, WE ARE NOT SANGUINE ABOUT PROGRESS ON THE NSF/USIRJC PRO- 
GRAM UNTIL AFTER NEW FUNDS BECOME AVAILABLE TO THE GOI; E.E. 
FOLLOWING COMMENCEMENT OF THE NEW IRANIAN YEAR MARCH 21. WE 
WILL KEEP NSF INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS REGARD. 
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